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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-D 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D1 

Comment PC-D1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D2 

Comment PC-D2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Comment PC-D2-2 

All reasonable and feasible noise abatement will be constructed, as described in the Final 
EIR/EIS and final Noise Abatement Decision Report. Air quality Measures AQ-1 through 
AQ-14, described in Section 3.2.6, will avoid and/or minimize all construction-related air quality 
effects. As described in Section 3.2.6, emissions will be reduced under all of the build 
alternatives compared to the future No Build Alternative, and no permanent adverse project-
related air quality effects were identified. Please see Common Responses – Air Quality and 
Health Risks. 

Comment PC-D2-3 

Caltrans and OCTA have developed design options to the build alternatives, as discussed in 
Chapter 2 of the Final EIR/EIS, to avoid many of the community concerns/impacts identified 
during the Draft EIR/EIS public comment period; however, your recommended alternative does 
not meet the purpose and need of the project as described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIR/EIS. 
Please also see Response to Comment PC-D2-2. 

Please see Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D3 

Comment PC-D3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D4 

Comment PC-D4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D5 

Comment PC-D5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

The I-405 Improvement Project will not be applying for a Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
from FEMA to change the Special Hazard Zone Designation. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D6 

Comment PC-D6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Caltrans and OCTA appreciate your personal sacrifices during construction of the SR-22 WCC 
Project. Caltrans and OCTA are responsible for providing a world-class transportation system in 
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Orange County. The project corridor is one of the busiest stretches of freeway in the nation and, 
in 2009 (existing condition), there were 4 million hours of delay within the project area alone. 
This is expected to increase to 22 and 90 million hours of delay in 2020 and 2040, respectively. 
Every year that projects are delayed results in substantial additional delay and diversion of traffic 
from the freeway onto the local streets. Because of the magnitude of resources that have been 
spent in the project area in the last decade, it is reasonable to anticipate a brief respite subsequent 
to construction of the proposed project; however, the project area will always be high on the list 
for receipt of transportation funds based on the projected levels of delay within the project area.  

The No Build Alternative results in greater congestion, resulting in further degraded air quality 
and MSAT emissions. Construction of any of the build alternatives would reduce congestion 
both on the mainline and on local streets and improve air quality.  

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3.  

Caltrans has found no literature, studies, or evidence that property values decreased because the 
freeway was widened near homes. It should also be noted that your property is located 
approximately 1,000 ft (i.e., 12 rows of houses) north of where worst-case sound levels were 
predicted to increase up to 2 dBA directly adjacent to I-405, compared with the future No Build 
Alternative. Sound levels at your property would likely increase less than 1-dBA, which is 
imperceptible to the human ear. Soundwalls will be constructed throughout the project area, as 
described in the Final Noise Abatement Decision Report.  

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Almond Avenue 
Soundwall, Air Quality, Health Risks, Property Values, and Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Comment PC-D6-2 

Bridges and overcrossings within the WCC Project area would not be affected. Without 
continuing the additional lanes north of Valley View Street, a new bottleneck would be created 
that would degrade freeway operations south of Valley View Street. 

Comment PC-D6-3 

As described in Chapter 5 of the Final EIR/EIS, public notice for this project included mail 
notification, public outreach to community groups, businesses, and the cities, as well as 
notification via newspaper advertisements (i.e., English, Spanish, and Vietnamese), e-mail 
notifications, and various local media (i.e., television and print stories). Public notice for the 
project has exceeded all legal requirements. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D7 

Comment PC-D7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Please see Responses to Comments PC-A17-1 through PC-A17-12. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D8 

Comment PC-D8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D9 

Comment PC-D9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D10 

Comment PC-D10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D11 

Comment PC-D11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. As described in Chapter 2 of the 
Final EIR/EIS, Alternative 3 was selected as the Preferred Alternative. Please also see Common 
Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D12 

Comment PC-D12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3; however, it should be noted that the project corridor is one of 
the busiest stretches of freeway in the nation and, in 2009 (existing condition), there were 4 
million hours of delay within the project area alone. This is expected to increase to 22 and 90 
million hours of delay in 2020 and 2040 under the No Build Alternative, respectively. Although 
the proposed project would substantially reduce hours of delay in 2020 and 2040, there would 
still be a substantial increase in hours of delay from the existing condition. Future improvements 
will be necessary within the corridor to maintain/reduce the hours of delay beyond 2040.  

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification and Replacement of 
Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D13 

Comment PC-D13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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We appreciate the concerns expressed about limited access to the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 
and continuous access to the HOV lanes on SR-22. Under Alternatives 1 and 2, continuous 
access would be provided to the HOV lanes on I-405 within the project limits. Limited access to 
the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 is necessary to manage the Express Lanes to the target 
volume described on page 2-20 of the Draft EIR/EIS and to limit toll evasion.  

Please see Common Responses – Opposition to Tolling for an explanation of the change in HOV 
eligibility. Please also see Common Response – Identification of Preferred Alternative. 

Comment PC-D13-2 

We acknowledge the opposition to the proposed tolled Express Lanes in Alternative 3. Please 
also see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. With respect to the purpose of the toll 
component of the Express Lanes, the Draft EIR/EIS demonstrates that the purpose is to provide 
funding for implementation of the Express Lanes (see Draft EIR/EIS, Table 1-10) and to increase 
vehicle throughput and speeds in the corridor and reduce delay (see Draft EIR/EIS, Tables 
3.1.6-6 through 3.1.6-8).  

Response to Comment Letter PC-D14 

Comment PC-D14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D15 

Comment PC-D15-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D16 

Comment PC-D16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D17 

Comment PC-D17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Based on the analysis provided in Chapters 3 and 4 of the Final EIR/EIS, no project-related 
environmental effects were identified that would substantially differentiate the build alternatives 
other than the operation and implementation of the toll component of Alternative 3. Please see 
Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling, and Measure 
M Funding. 

Comment PC-D17-2 

Please see Responses to Comments GL1-1 through GL1-26. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D18 

Comment PC-D18-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D19 

Comment PC-D19-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

We appreciate your concerns for improvement in the corridor. Based on the traffic data, there is 
not a strong directional split of traffic on I-405 in the project area. Consequently, reversible lanes 
have not been included in the project. The Draft EIR/EIS (see page 2-39) includes many 
alternatives in Section 2.2.7, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Further Consideration, 
that provide elevated lanes and transit facilities.  
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D20 

Comment PC-D20-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

We appreciate your concern. All of the build alternatives include a new entrance ramp from 
eastbound Euclid Street to I-405 southbound. This ramp will reduce the queuing on Ellis Street 
that occurs nearly every morning as described in the comment.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-D21 

Comment PC-D21-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

The planning and design phases for large transportation projects take many years. The WCC 
Project will not be completed until 2015. Waiting until then would push construction of the I-405 
Improvement Project from 2015 to approximately 2020, resulting in the traffic conditions within 
the corridor described for the 2020 No Build Alternative.  

Comment PC-D21-2 

Project-related construction and operational air quality and noise effects were analyzed in detail 
in the project Air Quality Technical Study and Noise Study Report. As described in Sections 
3.2.6 and 3.2.7, project-related emission and noise levels associated with the Preferred 
Alternative would be less than the future No Build Alternative. 

As described in Section 3.1.4.2, based on preliminary engineering, no acquisitions of homes are 
anticipated. All reasonable and feasible noise abatement will be constructed, as described in 
Section 3.2.7 of the Final EIR/EIS and final Noise Abatement Decision Report. Please see 
Common Response – Noise/Noise Analysis. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-D22 

Comment PC-D22-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-D22-2 

Caltrans and OCTA acknowledge your preferences among the alternatives.  

Comment PC-D22-3 

HOVs meeting the occupancy requirement for the Express Lane in Alternative 3 would use the 
Express Lanes free. For a discussion of the need to raise the occupancy requirement to three 
persons per vehicle, please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

Comment PC-D22-4 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Shifting 
Improvements away from Residential Properties onto NAVWPNSTA Seal Beach Property. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-D23 

Comment PC-D23-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Caltrans and OCTA appreciate your personal sacrifices during construction of the SR-22 WCC 
Project. Caltrans and OCTA are responsible for providing a world-class transportation system in 
Orange County. The project corridor is one of the busiest stretches of freeway in the nation and, 
in 2009 (existing condition), there were 4 million hours of delay within the project area alone. 
This is expected to increase to 22 and 90 million hours of delay in 2020 and 2040, respectively. 
Every year that projects are delayed results in substantial additional delay and diversion of traffic 
from the freeway onto the local streets. Because of the magnitude of resources that have been 
spent in the project area in the last decade, it is reasonable to anticipate a brief respite subsequent 
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to construction of the proposed project; however, the project area will always be high on the list 
for receipt of transportation funds based on the projected levels of delay within the project area. 
The No Build Alternative results in greater congestion, resulting in further degraded air quality 
and MSAT emissions. Construction of any of the build alternatives would reduce congestion 
both on the mainline and on local streets and improve air quality. 
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